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: Ronin ne {pinion whether ve be. in the | 


Faith. 


F the Holy Ghoſt had not Lien my 
8 * foreſeen RoW ſome would have made 


Xx Miſtakes, through the ſubtle Working 


| Coe of Satan, and the Weakneſs of their 


own Hearts, in the Matter of Faith, there would 


have been no Need of this Ee ien: And if I 


was not corwinced that many, even now, ſuppoſe | 
they believe, who are far from it, I would not have 


choſen this Subject; but as this is the Caſe, now 
in Chriflendom, that many err concerning Faith, and 
deceive themſelves, - crying Peace, when there is ng 


Peace, I ſhall ſpeak briefly of the true ſcriptural | 


Doctrine of F N and of the Benefits which we 


receive thereby; and then pray you, in the Apo- 


ſtle's Manner, zo fearch yourſelves; and examine your 
Hearts, if ye baue Faith; or, be of that Number, 
who concerning Faith are Reprobate. 


Now ye know how trifling a Matter almoſt all 


Men make of Faith; and hence it is that ſo many 


fooliſhly aſk, J/by, have not we all Faith in Chriſt ? 


Have 5 we been baptized, learned the Catechiſin 
and the Creed, and don't we all confeſs the Bible to 
| be the Word of God? Would you have us think our + 

felves Heathens and Infidels ? 7 thank God, (fays . 


one) I have believed from my Cradle; Acc ba 
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has been a Believer ever ſince he could underſtand; 


Se. Sc. All this proves they know little about the 
Matter, but would make me queſtion if they know - 
at all what that precious Thing means. I don't 


think it would be proper to ſay directly to all Sorts 
of People, You don't believe, you have not Faith, 
becauſe our Saviour's Method is beſt ; Believeſt 


thou on the Son of God ? And. = this Way of Deal- 


em angry; and would 


ing with ſome would make t 
appear juſt as impertinent to many who name Je- 


ſus Chriſt's Name, as if one ſhould aſk, Have you 


got Eyes © Do you ſee ? But however this may ſeem, 
it is a neceflary Queſtion ; and I wiſh all who hear 


me To-day, would afk their own Hearts and ex- 
amine themſelves, Am I in the Faith? Do I be- 
lieve? Happy is that Man who can ſay, with the 


poor Man in the Goſpel, Lord, J believe; help my 
 Unbelief! 4 | WET EY 


— common Deſeription and Definition of 
Faith in Chriſt, is the Conſent and Aſſent to the 
Truth and Veracity of the Scriptures; and if this 


was a true Account, then our Saviour need not to 
have ſcrupled if he ſhould find Faith upon Earth 
at his ſecond Coming; nor the Apoſtles to have 
given ſuch a Charge concerning keeping the Faith: 


for all who call themſelves Chriſtians are Believers, 
and their Number is many Millions in the World. 


But bear with me, and let me tell you, as a Ser- 


vant of Jeſus Chriſt; and as your Servant for 
Chriſt's ſake, ſuch a Notion is dangerous, and 
_ againſt the Mind of all the Scriptures, and the 
Apoſtle of our Profeſſion in particular, who has 
' ſpoken ſo honourably of Faith, and made ſure all 
huis Promiſes to them that believe. Luther had 
ſaid, Faith is a Divine Work, wrought in the” 
Heart by the Holy Ghoſt; And a greater than Lu- 


8 ther, | 
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ther, ſaid, Fasth is the Sub/lance of Things hoped 


for ; the Evidence, or, as ſome tranſlate it, the Wit- 


neſs, the 2 and Aſſurance, of Things unſeen. 
Faith is a Divine Teſtimony and Evidence in our 


Hearts, whereby God aſſures us, that he. wha 
is, and was, and is to come, was once a Man 
for our Sakes, and has died for us on the Croſs, 


and took all our Sin and Curfe upon himſelf, and 


has loved us with everlaſting Love; has healed us 


by his Stripes, has waſhed us in his Blood, juſtified 


and ſealed us to the Day of Redemption; and this 


we believe and know, this we have learned of the 
Father, this no Man can teach his Brother, nor 
any Woman her Neighbour, but this all muſt 
learn of God, as is written in Iſaiab, All thy Chil- 
dren ſhall: be taupht of the Lord, and great ſhall be 


the Peace of thy Children, Ifaiah liv. 13. This all 
Men have not, but all who aſk it have it, all who 
| ſeek. it ſhall find it, and none have Need to periſh 


for lack of it, but apply to him who reveals his 
Wiſdom to the Babes, and he ſhall not apply in 


vain; but all -mifſthave it, or fall through Unbe- 
lief; for without Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe 
God, and he that believeth not ſhall be damned. 
To be ſhort, As ſure as one believes that there is 


ſuch a Country as America, though one has not 
been there; or ſuch a Mountain as Tereriff, though 
we have not ſeen it; or ſuch a Thing as Sea, 


| though we have not been near it; ſo verily can a 
Man believe the Promiſes of God, concerning Je- 


ſus Chriſt and his Righteouſneſs, which are given 


and read to us, only with this Difference, that of : 
5 the former Things, A Man may | be firmly perſua- | 


ded, and venture all that he has in the World up- 
on the Truth of it, and yet get nothing by it; but 
no Man can believe the latter, without enjoying, 
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at the ſame Time, the very Bleſſings and Sub- 
ſtance of what he believes, becauſe Faith is the 
Subſtance of Things hoped for; and it is done to 
us in the Moment we believe according to our 
Faith; we can thenceforward ſay, I believe and 
know thou art the Chriſt, the Saviour of the World: I 
believe thou haſt loved me, and given thyſelf for me. Bleſ- 
fed are they that are of Faith, Gal. iii. 9. ES 
It is moſt certain, That a Believer ſhall be ſa- 
ved, as it is written, F thou believeſt in thy Heart 
on the Lord Jeſus, thou ſhalt be ſaved, Rom. x. 9. 
Our Saviour ſays the ſame in his laſt Words, He © 
that believeth, and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved, Mark xvi. 
16. and St. Paul and Silas ſaid to the Jailor at Phil- 
pi, Believe in the Lord Jeſus, and thou ſhalt be ſaved, 
Acts xvi. 31. But who can think all who profeſs 
_ Chriſtianity will be faved? or hope, all who are 
called by his Name ſhall eſcape Judgment, let 
them live wicked as they will, When our Saviour 
has ſo plainly faid, that in the laſt Day, Many. /hall 
come to him, and ſay, Lord, Lord, we have been called 
by thy Name, we have eat and drank in thy Preſence, 
&c.. to whom he ſhall ſay, Depart from me, I never 


Now one of theſe two Propoſitions are true; 
either but few have Faith, or ſuch as have Faith 
can be loſt. The Holy Ghoſt contradicts the lat- 
ter throughout all the Bible; ſhall we oppoſe him? 
God forbid ! Let God be true, and every Man a 

Liar. No wicked Man has Faith. No A way 
or unclean Perſon, no Whoremonger, or Adul- 
terer, or Swearer, or Railer, or Perſecutor, or 


Friend of this World, is a Believer. He is dead 


10 God while be lives, and his carnal and dead Con- 
ſenting to the Scriptures will profit him nothing: 


He is without Faith, and no true Chriſtian. He 


oy that believes, obtained his Faith from the Holy 


- 


TH | 
Spirit, and is taught of God, and he knows it, 
and has that Underſtanding, which St. John men- 
tions in the fifth Chapter of his Epiſtle, and at the 


. 20th Verſe, hereby we know him that is true, 


and are in him that is true, even in his Son 7 us 
Chriſt, and this is eternal 18 But why need we 
many Words? Hear ye the Word of the Lord |! 
(a) He that believeth ſhall not periſh, but have 
eternal Life. (b) Whoſoever believeth on him is 
born of God. (c) He that belieueth hath the Witneſs 
in himſelf. (4) To them gave be Power to become 
Sons of God, even to as many as believe on his Name. 
(2 ) Wrheſeever believeth ſball receive Remiſſiun of - 
his Sins: But the Time would fail me to bring 
together all the Proofs of this Doctrine, which are 
to be met with in the Holy Scriptures, for then I 
muſt bring the whole Bible ; for therefore was all 
written that you might believe on the Name of the 
Son of God, and have eternal Life through his Name, 
1 John v. 13. John xx. 31. By all theſe Scrip- 
tures you may eaſily try if you have Faith. Eu- 
ter then into thy Cloſet, and ſhut the Door after thee : 
Hold an Aflize in thy own Breaſt, and judge thy- 
ſelf, that thou hd. = be judged of the Lord. 
amine thyſelf if thou art in the Faith; aſt thy 
Heart, Have I eternal Life? Am I born of God? 
Are my Sins remitted? Am I a Child of God? elſe 
what Good does my dead Faith do? J Bene 
have I by the Death and Blood of Jeſus? Or w 
are his Sufferings and Wounds to me, if I am not 
bealed and helped thereby? Nor let ſuch Thoughts 
riſe in thy Heart, as if none could now be thus 


pbhleſſed, or have the ſame Faith, which once the 


Diſciples and Martyrs had; for there is but one 
1 rs 33 Faith, 


den Jen u. 15, (5) 1 John v. 1. (e) 1 hs 
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Faith, and except thou haſt that on- Faith, thou 
can'|t not be ſaved; nor reaſon ſophiſtically, as if 
it was poſſible to have true Faith, eternal Life, and 


Pardon of Sins, and thou not know it, for it is An- 


ti-ſcriptural. All his People K No him, from the 
teajt to the greateſi. His Sheep know him; and, there- 


fore, ſays St. Fohn, I have written 10 you, that ye may 


KNOW that you have eternal Life; and thus in the 
Text, St. Paul ſhews you how to find out, if you 
have Faith, or not. hat! he ſays, know ye not 
that Jeſus Chriſt is in je? Be honeſt and upright, 
don't deſire to quiet your Conſciences, or cry to 

our Hearts, as, in another Senſe, Paul cried to the 
Jailor, Do thyſelf no Harm; but be jealous about 
your Eſtate, and examine whether you are in the 


_ Faith! Awake out of your lumbering Condition; 
nor be content till you can ſay, I believe / I be- 


heve Jeſus loved me, and died for me; with this 


Faith begins eternal Life and all Happineſs. It is 
this that juſtifies and brings Peace to the Heart: 


It is to this the Holy Ghoſt bears Witneſs that we 


are the Children of God; and where this Faith is 


in the Heart, there tke Souls overcome the World, 
are delivered from Sin, are waſhed and ſaved from 
the Dread of Death, through which all their Life- 
time they were ſubject to Bondage, and ſet above 
the Fear of Hell and Satan, as if both were abo- 


liſhed for ever: But where this true and living 
| Faith is not, there Satan and Sin reign ; there the 


Soul is in continual Terror, and has a Sort of 
conſtant fearful "Locking for Judgment and fiery In- 


digration ; and well it may be ſo, for no Crea- 
ture is ſafe without it. The moſt ſelf-righteous 
and ſeemingly holy, and even the fincere Man, 


who ſeeks to ma e himſelf good and juſt, is, after 


| all, 1 but almuft perſuaded to be a Chriſtian. i He if 
ſtill is uneaſy and reſtleſs, becauſe yet be laths one 
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Thing ; one Thing is fill needful ; tis Faith in the 
Blood of Jeſus Chriſt! 

How ſome People can reconcile the Fears of 
Death and Eternity, with inward and real Chri- 
ſtianity, or the ſecret Doubtings, and 1 0 into 


deſponding Thoughts about their Intereſt in Jeſus, 
with Faith, that I don't underſtand. Can one 
who believes his Name is in the Book of Life, 
be afraid to die? Or can one, who believes 
Jeſus, the Lamb of God, has taken away his 
Sins, ſhudder at the Approach of Eternity? O tis 
not likely. Does the Child tremble, becauſe his 
School is done, that he may go- home to his dear 


Parents, whoſe only Son he is? Or does the poor 


pw av gem Mariner ſhudder to ſee the Day-break, 
an 
Jament to be ranſomed and freed, or the poor Pri- 
ſoner weep and grieve to have his Priſon-Door o- 
-_m and his Chains knocked off, becauſe his 
ing has pardoned him? Ye know, my Brethren, 
tis contrary to Nature. But juſt as the way-fa- 
ring Man rejoices to ſee the End of his Journey, 
or the Labourer, who has toiled hard all Day, is 
; glad to reſt, ſo a Believer rejoices, when his chil- 
Jing Limbs forebode his Departure, or his faulter- _ 
ing Eyes preſage his haſtening End. As he be- 
lieves, ſo he expects, to meet the Lamb, his Sa- 
viour, in Peace, and fo he ſhall find it, and not _ 
be diſappointed. Vea, the Reliever, when he but 


| _ thinks on the happy Mament when he ſhall depart 


and flee away, has his Heart leap for Joy, he 
haſtens on with Expectations and Longings, which 


find himſelf juſt a-ſnore? Or does the Slaue 


Annnot be uttered for that Time of Grace: And 


whence comes this? Becauſe he believes; becauſe 
he has that Faith once delivered to the Saints. 
He has that holy . on God his Saviour, 


: 1 18 

which the former Children of God had, and by 
which the Confeſſors and Witneſſes of Chriſt, in 
all Ages, ſo gladly yielded to all Sufferings, and 
even to lay down their Lives. But the greateſt 
Heroes in Chriſtianity were weak, and like other 
Men, till, by Faith, they waxed valiant in their 
Fight, and obtained the Witneſs that they pleaſed 
Gd Then Life was Chriſt, and Death was Gain. 
Examine thyſelf now, then, and ſee if thou haſt _ 
Faith! Doſt thou believe in Jeſus, that he is thy 

Saviour ? Does thy Heart bound and dance in 
thee to anſwer, Yes, I believe! I believe he 15 
ny Lord, my Rock, and my ſtrong Salvation! How 
would it be with thee, ſhould now the Sun, that 
ruled this Day, be darkned, and the Moon and 
Stars withdraw their Shining? Suppoſe that now 
one ſhould ſurprize thee, by telling thee, He is 
coming on the Clouds of Heaven, with all his Angels; 
the Sea and its Waves are roaring, and the Moun- 
tains and Hills removing, and Heaven and Earth 
fleeing before the Son of Man! How would it 


ſound to thee? Would thy Heart be glad“ 


| Shouldeſt thou like to feel the Earth trembling 
underneath, and ſee yonder blue Sky filled with 
Myriads of bleſſed Spirits, and hear all the Angels 
hailing down the God, whoſe Veſture is dipped in 
Blood, with all their Harps and "Trumpets found- 
ing before him, and hear louder and louder the 
Voice of the Archangel, and the Trump of God, 
Ariſe, and come to Fudgment ! Put the Caſe near to 
thee, for · that Day fhall ſurely come, and thine 
Eyes ſhall ſee the Son of the Moſt High God deſ- 
cending, to divide between his Sheep and the 
Goats ; and doſt thou believe that thou ſhould'ſt 
meet him with Joy? Can thy Soul think on it 
with Pleaſure ? Can ſt thou ſay, Les, Lord Jeſus, 


[1] 
1 long for thee: O come quickly | Then happy 
thou, and bleſſed be the Day when thou waſt born; 
for ſo ſurely as thou truſteth in him, ſo ſurcly as 
thou believeſt in Jeſus, ſo ſurely ſhall he confeſs 
thee in that Day, and thou ſhalt enter with him 
into the Bride-Chamber, and he ever with him. 
But, examine thyſelf : How cameſt thou by this 
Faith? How was it when thou believedſt? Me- 
. thinks I hear thee ſay, O, I was once, like others, 
dead while I lived; I loved Pleaſure, was fond of 
the World, and contented myſelf with the Form 
of Godlineſs, till the Lord called to me, as he did 
once to Adam, Where art thou? till he ſtopped me, 
uin the Height of my Sin, (as he did Balaam, with 
his Sword in his Hand) and made my Heart hear 
him ſay, Why perſecuteſi thou me ! Then did I a- 
wake, and my whole Life, and all my Sins, be- 
came a Burden intolerable, and more than I could 
bear; I was afraid I ſhould never be ſaved: A 
Senſe of my Guilt was ever before me, and my 
Heart failed within me: I attempted to make 
Vows and Reſolutions of Amendment ; and, if 
poſſible, would have made myſelf righteous z but 
oh! I ſaid, all my Righteouſneſs was filthy Rags; 
Sin revived, and I died; I was ready to periſh; I 
felt my Heart like a Stone; my Hypocriſy, and 
Shame, and Sins, became abominable in my Eyes, 
ſo that I was quite miſerable, and felt how well I 
deſerved Hell. I knew my.Infidelity ; I knew I did 
not, I could not believe on the Son of God; 1 
wanted Faith in him, and wiſhed to know he lo- 
ved me: But then did the Holy Ghoſt direct me 
to him, ſhewed me my bleeding High-Prieſt, led 
me to the living Fountain of his Blood, and made 


me feel that the leaſt Drop could waſh me whiter | 


than Snow! O how did I languiſh and thirſt for his 5 
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Flood f How did I figh for his Wounds, and wiſtt 
to be ſaved ! I believed he could ſave me, and 
none beſide; and now was I drawn to him; now 
came the Day much to be remembered, the Time 
of Grace; I called upon the Redeemer, and my 
conſtant Thought was, Have Merey upon me 
Have Mercy upon me ! I held him with an unſpeak- 
able Longing for Grace, and then did he ſmile, 
and I received Faith in his Name; then did he 
whiſper, Thy Sins are "ery I believed he 
loved me, and ſhed his Blood for me; I believed 
and felt my Sins were done away, and my Iniquity 
purged ! All was new in a Moment; I had eter- 
nal Life; I was born of God; and God's Spirit 
bore Witneſs with my Spirit, that I was a Child of 
God. I had the Witneſs in myſelf, and was ſure 
the Promiſes of God were true. I beheved, and 
| Knew, that I was my Beloved's, and my Beloved was 
This, this is the Language of a faithful Soul ; 
this is the naural Way in which an enamoured 
Chriſtian expreſſes the Manner of his Believing in 
Jeſus. He knows he was once blind, he knows 
he was once in Unbelief, till the Comforter came, 
whoſe firſt Work and Office is to convince of Sin, 


becauſe they believe not in Chrift ; and then, ſe- 


condly, he convinces of Righteouſneſs, namely, 
the Righteouſneſs of the Lord our God, the Righ- 
teouſneſs of the ſecond Adam, which Righteouſneſs 
is made ours by Faith, and juſtihes all who be- 


© live in Jeſus, from all Things, from which it is 


or any Thing elſe. + i 


I I know this Doctrine ſounds ſtrange and un- 
couth to many Ears, eſpecially to ſuch as have 

never queſtioned their Faich or Belief in our Sa- 
„ e I ä 
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viour- But, as I faid before, whenever Men 


think, I have always believed, it is a manifeſt Ar- 


2 they have not believed to this Day. Won- 
er not, then, if ſuch condemn this Doctrine, or 


deſpiſe it; nor be diſcouraged if thou art perſecu- 


ted and ſlandered for contending for this Faith. If 
you ſhould get ſuch People to confeſs this, and no 


other is the true Faith of God's Elect, they would ; 


fee themſelves ſtripped of their Chriſtianity in a 
Moment, and could ſay, as once Laban did to Ja- 
cob, Thou haſt taken away my Gods, and what have I 


got mare! Tis therefore ſo hard to convince ſuch 


| that they believe not, that it needs the Holy Ghoſt, 


and none elſe can do it. Tis againſt the Pride of 
our Nature, to ſuffer one's ſelf to be accounted an 


| Infidel, or Unbeliever ; and yet, like it or not, all 
are ſuch who have not eternal Life, Forgiveneſs of 

Sin, and the inward Witneſs in their Hearts, that 
Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour loves them. 


® - 


Whoever then here examines himſelf, and finds 


he is not in the Faith, let him with Tears and 


Shame confeſs it before our Saviour, and reſolve 


not to be ſatisfied till they have it. Cry in your 


Hearts to him who is the Author and Finiſher of 
Faith: And though ſome ſhould try to hinder you, 
by perſuading you, that you need not be concern 
| ed, that you are certainly good Chriſtians, that 


God does not require ſuch Things at your Hands, 


Sc. do as. Bartimeus, cry ſo much the mare a great | 


| gal, till Jeſus ſtands ſtill, and ſays. to you, I bat 
 ewill you that I fhould do unte you ! But, above all, 
don't let Unbelief be cheriſhed or encouraged, that 
is the worlt Sin of all. Tis a Mercy — 


a Bleſ- 
fing, when a Soul can believe who Jeſus is, name - 


| Yo the Lord and a Saviour. Do you believe this? 


n ſay, Lord Feſus, if thau. wilt, thou can mate 


with Serpents : There periſhed, in one Day, twenty- 


| I 
me clean; thou haſt Power to quicken and give 
eternal Life to whom thou wilt; thou art the 
Lord of Heaven and Earth, all Souls are in thy 
Hands, and nothing is too hard for thy right Hand 
to bring to paſs; ſay to my Heart and Eyes, Eph- 
Phatha, be opened, and grant me a Confidence 


towards thee what thou art pleaſed to call Truſt- 


ing and Believing in thee ; increaſe my Faith, and 
let me ſee the Glory of God ; let thy Spirit cry in 
my Heart, Abba Father. Ws . 
There are many who will not believe that Faith 
is now the ſame as formerly, or that thereby we 
can know the Lord, or be perſuaded he loves us, 
or feel our Sins forgiven ; ' and, for my Part, I 
don't know what ſuch People pretend to believe 
more than the Devils. Believe what they will be- 
fide, it brings no true Happineſs to the Heart, and 
is no more than confeſſing, how good our Saviour 
was to the Primitive Chriſtians, what Wonders he 


did in our Fathers Days, and how the Saints found 


Mercy, but now it is as if all was ceaſed ; and the 


God, whoſe Name is the Unchangeable, is al- 
| tered, and his Faith no more of Effect. How can 


ſuch an one get Forgiveneſs, when he does not 
believe it is to be gotten? Or, how can he be- 


| hieve to Salvation, who does not expect to be ſa- 
ved here, or be aſſured of going to Heaven, thro' 


Faith, when he denies there is any ſuch Thing in 


the World? He can't have it f He cannot enter in- 


to the Reſt, becauſe of Unbelief. Our Saviour's Word 


and Promiſes are rejected by ſuch an one, and 
God ſhall reject him, becauſe he has not believed the 
only begotten Son of God. This was that Sin which 


ruined ſo many in J/rael, in the Time of Meſes; 
They were defiroyed of the Deſtroyer ; they were ſlam 


three 


(15) 
_ three Thouſand ; and whevefore ? Becauſe they err'd 
in their Hearts, and believed not, ſo Cod fwore in his 
Wrath, they ſhall not enter into my Refi, This hin- 
dered our Saviour to do ny mighty Works in 


Nazareth, becauſe of their Unbeltef. And this 
was his Reſolution when. he bleſſed his Diſciples, 
and was taken up from them upon Mount Olivet, 
He that believeth, and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved ; but 
he that believes not, ſhall be damned, Mark xvi. 16. 
| So, on the other Hand, All Things are poſſible to 
him that believeth. Only believe, ſays our Saviour, 
and thou ſhalt ſee the Glory of God : Believe on me, 
and thou ſhalt ſee greater Things than. theſe. Tis 
hence, that our Saviour ſo often aſked ſuch as 
came to him, Believe/t thou that I can do this? And 
always tells ſuch as he had healed, or pardoned, 
Thy Faith hath ſaved thee ; thy Faith hath made thee 
whole : Be it unto thee according to thy Faith, And 
it is on this Account that the Apoſtles have ſpo- 
ken ſuch excellent Things of Faith; how through 
it the Fathers knew they were. righteous, walked * 
with God, had the Taflimony that they * him, 
wrought their Righteouſneſs, were bleſſed and juſtified, 
and had Peace with Gd; and eſpecially in the 1 1th 
Chapter of the Hebrews, after the Scripture had 


obſerved how all the Prophets and noble Cham- | 


pions of God, who ſaw afar off the Promiſes, and 
believed and died in Faith, it is ſaid, wherefore, 
| God was not aſhamed to be called their God, but pre- 
pared for them a City. And in all St. Paul's Epi- 
files, but eſpecially to the Romans, Galatians, and 
Epheſians, he ſets forth, that we are juſtified and 
made righteous only by Faith in Chrift ; that our 
Faith, as YMbraham's, is imputed to us for Righ- 
7 ; and that it is not our good Deeds, ſtrict. 
Life, or obſerving the Law, will make ons me 
W 2 4 


IJ 16 1 


before God, but Faith in the « ing and- crucified 


Lamb; and it is a manifeſt rror, and dange- 


tous, when People have ſuppoſed to get Heaven 


8 other Way; or, in Oppoſition to the Faith, 
ert we muſt be juſtified and ſaved by our Works: 


Of ſuch People there are two Sorts, ſome wo 


make Nothing of Faith, but place all in the mo- 


ral and obedient Life of Man, and theſe are a 


Sort of poliſhed Heathen, a refined Company of 
Atheiſts, who can 8 venture upon their 
Works, "than upon the Blood of the Son of God, 
and who hope to get in by ſome other Way, 
than by him. No! they never ſhall, he has 


ſworn, and will not repent: 70 me ſhall every 

Knee bow. And that God, whoſe Dying and Re- 
demption they defpiſe, and make Light of, ſhall 
eſteem them Thieves and Robbers in the Preſence - 


of all the Angels, becauſe they entered not in by 
the Door Chrit, but ſought to climb up ſome o- 
ther Way. They may do what they will, and 
build as well as they pleaſe, and glory in their Du- 
ties, their Charity, and moral Life, it is all filthy 


go it ſhall fall, and great ſhall 'be the Fall of 


cauſe it is built upon Sand, 
But there is another Sort of Men, wha: kve 2 


: Notion of their doing part, and Chrift the reſt; 
that is, they will be the Foundation, and Chriſt 


ſhall be the Top- ſtone; they the firſt, and he the 
laſt. They will take his Righteouſneſs, the Piece 


| of new Cloth, to mend their old Raiment : Theſe 


are ſuch, who knowing they have not true Peace 


gf — Heart, nor any Certainty that they ſhall be ſa- 
ved, imagine not that the Fault is in their being 


& 


ndelievers, but they think they muſt do a great 
eal, and ſo add 4 oin together their Works 


gud Faith, and fo make up their — 
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and fo fly to St. James's Epiſtle, and reaſon, Can 
' Faith ſave a Man? Is not our Faith made * 9 
by Mors? Was not Abraham _ 110 ied by 
orks, and Rahab? I anſwer, The Faith St. 

ames ſpeaks of all who are called Chriſtians have, 
but it will not fave them, tis a dead Faith, ſuch 
as Devils have, who believe there is one God and 


tremble, but are not better for all their Belie; 
ſo it is St. James ſets at, nought ſuch a Believing, = 


- X and bids us to ſhew it by our Works; and when- 

1 ever I ſee Men living fnful Lives, and yet pra- 
ting of Faith, I would ſay, /hew it by your Fruits; 
emd know that, as yet, you have neither Part mr 

Lot in the Matter. Where true Faith is, there is 
a holy Life; there are, indeed, the Fruits and 
good Works which adorn the Goſpel of God our 
Saviour, and ſhew to the World that we are juſt 
and faithful Men; and this is what St. James 
means, when he ſays, Abraham was juſtified by 

Horks. when he offered up his Son | 1 upon the 2 

1 Aar: That is, then he was juſtified in the Sight = 

of his whole Houſe, and in the Sight of his Ser: 
vants, when he ſpared not his only Child, but <= 

offer d him up when God call'd him to do fo. 3 

But who can forget how many Years before this 

it was, that Abraham believd God, and his Faith 

t was accounted to him for Righteouſneſs? Even be- 

fore 1ſaac was born, or himſelf circumcis'd, and 
he recerved Circumciſion, as a Seal of the Righte- 
"vuſneſs which be had by Faith, being yet uncir- 
_ aimeird. But the true Matter is this, before God 
nothing avails but Jeſus Chriſt and Faith in his 4 
Blood; and whoſoever believeth, his Faith ſhall be 
reckon'd to him for Righteouſneſs; and the Obe- — 
A dience, and Good Works, and Life and Suffer- 
ing of Jeſus, with all 25 Merits, are thereby ork 
was 1 <4 ; 1 
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and we know it, and ſtand before God therein 
perfect and juſt; and this, and this only is our 
 Wedding-Garment, our White Robe, our clean 


*# 


Linen: But before Men, Faith alone don't ju- 
ſtify, for there aur Good Works muſt ſhine, that they 


may ſee them, and glorify our Father which is in Hea- 
ven. And, as I ſaid before, tis Nonſenſe to boaſt 
of Faith when one is a Slave of Sin, a Breaker of 
the Law, a Lover of the World, an unclean Per- 
ſon; ſuch know not what Faith is; for Faith puri- 
fries the Heart : by Faith we are ſaved from Sin, 
we overcome the World by Faith; and this Faith is 
not of or ſelves, it is the Gift of God: It is not 
natural, tis from above, and is the greateſt Blefe 
ſing a true Chriſtian has in the World, for hereby 


he fees Jeſus ; has Peace thro? the ſhedding of his 


Blood; is perſuaded of Salvation, and feels and 


is confident he has eternal Life; ſo that he can ſay 


to the Honour of our only Lord Jeſus Chriſt, I live, 
and yet not I, but Chriſt lives in me; and the Liſe 


which I now live, I live by the Faith of the Son of 


Ged, wha loved me, and gave himſelf for me. And 
whereas another doubts. if Jeſus be the Lord, he 


believes in him: Another doubts if Jeſus loves 


him, he believes it, and rejoices with Joy un- 
ſpeakable and full of Glory : Another doubts if 
Faith alone juſtihes before God, he believes it, 


and is juſtified and ſaved already: Another doubts 


and queſtions, if one can know Jeſus before 
Death, he believes and knows him to be with 
him, and in him, and his Body 1s now his Temple, 


Another has Scruples about his eternal Eſtate, he 


believes, I am waſh'd, I am juſtified, I ſhall be 


with him for ever, I am ſeal'd ta the Day of Re- 


demption : I betber I live, I live to the Lord, or 
whether J die, I die to the Lord; whether I lie = 
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| Tan the Lord's. In ſhort, as David and St. Pau! 


| ſay, I have beligv'd,: and therefore have I ſpoken; ſo 
' Believer ſpeaks, becauſe he believes, and is not 


afraid: But others, who have not Faith, whom 
John calls the Frarful and Unbelizuers, are afraid to 


ſpeak, and continue in Doubt and Fear; or if 
they are not fincere, they ſcruple not to brand the 
true Faith with all epprobrious Names, and call 


it Blaſphemy, Preſumption, and all that is bad: 


But let ſuch know, a Time ſhall come when they 


ſhall rue ſuch Behaviour, and feel the Want 


of the Faith they have deſpis d; for who can 
eſcape ? Who enters Eternity, or leaves the World 
chearfully, but he who believeth that Jeſus is his Lord 
God and 8avigur, and whoſe Blood has waſh'd away 
all his Sins? You fee then how nece | 
ry your own Hearts, and examine your ſelues if yoi 

5 A the Faith : Do this, then, in de — 
that Son of Man, whoſe Eyes are like a Flame of 
Fire, and let your Hearts be lifted up to him, till 
you can joyfully, and without Fear, ſay, I believe 


thou art my Lord and my God; thou haft caft all my 


Sins behind thy Back ; thou haſt loved me amd died for 
mine So ſhalt thou go thy Way rejoicing, and live 
and die in Faith, and be happy and Pied here 
and hereafter. Amen. EE, 


PINKY. 


Ga 


HYMN. 


On Chrift, nor doubting 2d 20 ? 
ut wy for that Faith contends 1 
Deu d fo the Saints. e 


2 woe faithful Spirit feels within; 
His everlaſting Lovʒe. 111 
_ | Whom he believes, tho' now unſeen 
_  - £ Unleſs by thoſe above. 


9 No; more in Darkneſs left t to grope, 


8 By Faith inlight' ned now.. 
His Heart enjoys the Living Hope, 
81 . And foretaſtes Heax' n below. 8 


4 His ee he: toured is now „ inrol ed f 
1 Among that choſen Train 1 25 

_— en highly favour'd, Him behold, . 

1 Who once for chem was ſlain. 11 


3 0 Holy Ghoſt, whols Office tis, 


1 That Faith to me impart: 
1 That Earneſt of eternal Bliſs, 
_— That Wi 104% in my Heart. 
1 6 "WT 555 10. 5 N 
_— In Fefus, and his Death, 

= That chearful I may go from hence, - 

To th Author of my Faith. 


o 8 He, ibs Renn de . 


